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at present make such confusion of principles among
as, are so demonstrably embraced by the present
magi, the sages, the conversers with good spirits, the
Rosicrueians, and masters of the occult sciences, and
all the other pretenders to supernaturals and secret
illuminations, that they leave us no more room to
doubt but they are all natives of the same climate,
bred up in the same country, carrying on the same
Interest, and will share at last in the same destruc-
tion, when the tares and the wheat shall he skilfully
and critically separated, as we are well assured they
will be.

This, indeed, stands fair against all the modern
teachers of the Rosicrucian whimseys, and the doc-
trine of spirits, viz., that none of them apply to the
establishment of true religion. On the contrary,
they establish, or strive to establish, old errors, and
continually broach new; they preach another doc-
trine, and their notions, were they not exposed by
their own extravagances, and enthusiastic brains,
would expose themselves, being a kind of religious
ramble, a confused and a confounding heap of non-
sense : the poor people would otherwise be in dan-
ger of being wheedled into their delusions, but this
unravels all their dark schemes, and tends to show
us the cheat of all the rest, and to convince us that
it is all a black art, all a diabolic, a mere emanation
of hell.

Thus all their magic detects and exposes itself,
all the high and blustering bombast of sacred, divine,
excellent, and such-like, discover whence they
come; the pretences to illuminations, communica-
tion, or intercourse with spirits, and an invisible
world, appear to be pretences, and no more; their
dreams of aerial substances and spirituous bodies,
the inhabitants of the elements, the refined incor-
poreal essences; their abstracts of quintessence,
and a thousand more which they put upon the